'HISTRIOMASTIX*

sober motion, much like to walking or the grave old
measures, free from all amorous gestures, gropings,
kisses, compliments, love-tricks, and wanton embrace-
ment which abound in all our modern dances. If
Solomon said, "There is a time to dance", he meant
merely an inward cheerfulness/ Whence he derived
this information, Prynne does not tell us. One may
more safely assume that David would have thought
himself a poor worshipper if there had been no
abandonment in his dance (unless Micah laughed
because David was performing the goose-step) and
that Solomon was no enemy of kisses and compli-
ments. Of song and music Prynne will tolerate only
Psalms and spiritual songs, and the section on music
is a sustained indictment of music generally, and
especially instrumental music and choir-singing in
Church. The history of the Protestant churches in
Scotland and New England will .show how repre-
sentative of serious religious feeling Prynne was in
this condemnation of church-music. Puritanism was
fatal to the two great arts in which the English people
had delighted, vocal music and the drama, both of
which require for their support a regular and or-
ganised system of supply and demand. English
music was dealt its first blow with the closing of
the Abbeys, and the revival in the seventeenth cen-
tury was killed by Puritanism.

Prynne's argument culminates in the indictment
of plays because they provoke laughter, 'excessive <
cachinnations in the public view of dissolute grace-
less persons*. Here again the laughter is qualified as
'lascivious*, but it is evident that to provoke laughter
is itself a proof of lasciviousness in the cause. It is the
spirit of laughter which he mistrusts. *Our Saviour
whose doctrine no Christian dares coatroll hath
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